
BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL

T h e  1982 -83  B o ys  V a rs ity  Basketball 

team  had an ou tstanding season  b y  fin ish ing 

w ith  a p e r fe c t  10-0 M S A C  L e a g u e  re co rd  

and an o v e ra ll 21 -2  re co rd . T h e  b oys  w e re  

led  by th ree  S en io rs  w h o  gu id ed  the B ears  to  

o n e  o f  the m ost successfu l seasons in A sh 

le y ’ s h istory.

T h e  B ears  o ffe n s e  was in fu ll fo rc e  as 

John  M ills a v e ra g e d  2 3 .4  po in ts  a ga m e  du r

ing the season . In th e second  ga m e  o f the 

season  M ills b rok e  the o ld  sch oo l re co rd  o f 

4 2  po in ts  a ga m e  set b y  N ick  K in d e l in 1971 

b y  scorin g 4 5  po in ts against F o w le r . E x c ite 

m en t con tinu ed  to  rise as M ills and B uddy 

H o w e s  both  jo in ed  the 1 ,0 0 0  po in t club. 

M ills had 1 ,1 9 9  po in ts w h ile  H o w e s  had 

1 ,0 5 4  ca re e r  points. H o w e s  a v e ra g e d  13.6 

po in ts  a g a m e  and W a d e  C rum baugh  a v e r 

a g ed  11 .8  po in ts  p e r  gam e.

R eb ou n d in g  fo r  th e  B ears  w as led  by 

H o w e s  and C ru m bau gh  w ith  11 and 8 .6  re 

bounds a g a m e  a v e ra g e  re sp ec tive ly . T a k in g  

ca re  o f assists w as M ills w ith  71 assists and 

C rum baugh  w ith  52 .

D e fe n s iv e ly , the B ear tr io  gra b b ed  a tota l 

o f  140 steals. C rum baugh  had 5 0  steals 

w h ile  M ills and H o w e s  both fo llo w e d  c lo se ly  

beh ind w ith  4 8  and 4 2  steals re sp ec tive ly . 

C ru m bau gh  a lso  led  in b locked  shots w ith  17 

w h ile  Jim  C uster, a junior, had 14 and M ills 

had 12 b lo ck ed  shots. H o w e s  led  the team  

b y  tak ing 3 2  charges.

T h e  B ear tr io  a lso  too k  con tro l o f  A ll-S tar 

and A ll-S ta te  team s. Mills, H o w e s , and 

C rum baugh  all m ad e  the M S A C  first team  

O n  the H era ld  A ll-S ta r first team  and captain  

w as M ills w h o  w as jo in ed  by  H o w e s  w hile  

C rum baugh  m ad e the second  team . E lec ted  

to  the A ll-A re a  C lass D  Lans ing S ta te  J ou r

nal first team  w as M ills w ith  H o w e s  on  the 

secon d  team . T h e  M orn ing Sun A ll-A re a  first 

team  se le c ted  M ills and its A ll-G ra tio t C ou n 

ty  A r e a  ch ose  M ills and H o w e s  on  its first 

team  and C rum baugh  on its secon d  team  

T h e  D etro it F re e  P ress  nam ed  M ills capta in  

o f its A ll-S ta te  C lass D  first team  w hile he 

w as a lso  chosen  fo r  the D etro it N e w s , A s s o 

c ia ted  P ress , and the U n ited  P ress  In terna

tional A ll-S ta te  C lass D  first team s. Y e t  the 

B ear team  w as not the on ly  on e  h on ored  as 

C o a ch  Jim  D ion  was se lec ted  as the M orn ing 

S un 's  1982 -83  G ra tio t C ou n ty  A re a  C oach  

o f the Y e a r . H e  w as a lso  n am ed  as the 

C o a ch  o f  the Y e a r  by  the Lans ing S ta te  

Journa l and chosen  as one o f the to p  C lass D 

c o a ch es  by  the A ssoc ia ted  Press.

T h e  G ra tio t C ou n ty  C oach  o f  the Y e a r  

J im  D ion  g iv es  the A sh ley  B ears A l l 

S ta te r John M ills a fe w  w ord s  o f c o n fi

d en ce  and w isdom  during a v e r y  im p o r

tant g a m e  fo r  the Bears A ll fu tu re team s 

w ill be m easured  up to  the a ccom p lish 

m ents o f this g rea t team  and coach , w e  

can all be  p rou d  o f them .

Front Row left to right: A1 Stehlik, John Mills, Wade Crumbaugh, Buddy Howes, 
Mike Litwiller, Jason Custer. Back Row left to right Coach Jim Dion, Dave 
Schneider, Mike Burlingame, Jim Custer, Burwell Mackall, Mike Shaw. Not pic
tured Joe Yelsik.
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